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Dear Dr. Nichols: 

Many thanks for sending me a copy of Harold's comments on the governments reply to your 
suit. Harold had earlier sent me a copy of your suit and I was quite impressed. Such 
a suit could have §reat significance, and the more medical men and others who follow suit, 
the better off we will be. While I am not familiar with your work, I have heard many fine 
comments about it, and am aware of the help you have given Harold and also Dick Bemabei. 

I am quite interested in the medical end of the investigation and at one point was asked 
by Tirik Thanpson to write a medical appendix to Six Seconds in Dallas. Things got fculed 
up in several ways and I took issue with Tink's pet theories, and then he got Wecht to 
do it anyway. Prior to Tink f s discovery of the head movement phenomena which may suggest 
a double head hit I had hypothesized the possibility of one according , to the damage to the 
brain. ^Although the autopsy report gives a poor description of the damage to the skull 
and brain and although most of that area was not even examined , or at least not reported 
on, I felt that there appeared to be two different loci of injury: one suggesting a shot 
fran the rear which went across the top of the cerebrum, spent itself, and did damage be- 
hind the eyes, and one which hit from the front, exploded and fragmented, and caused dif- 
fuse damage. The former might pertain to the testimony relating to a wound over the left 
eye . or a left temporM wound which I felt of sufficient importance to mention in newspaper 
articles the Minneapolis Star-Tribune commissioned me to write in 1966 and which were pub- 
lished in early 1967. The latter brings to mind things like Clint Hill’s testimony about 
the double sound of the last shot and smelling gunpowder when he reached the car seconds 
after the head shot and too soon for any smell to have drifted down fran the knoll. Others 
in the motorcade also smelled gunpowder, of course, and while olfactory impressions can be 
quite misleading, they may be significant. The massive damage to the brain (i.e. Tink told 
me that Boswell told him that they took Hie brain out without any surgical cutting) would 
be consistent with a cor lak bullet or mercury fulminate bullet. Strangely enough, none 
of the early critics (I began late in 1964 after hearing Lane) studied the nature of the 
head wound because none knew neuroanatcnry . 


Myself and several others, like Harold, are interested in trying to establish a complete 
record on the 1968 Justice Dept, panelists, and either fran Harold or myself you will have 
access to whatever we learn. I have a justice Dept, source which may yeild info of importar 
also. 

I would very much like a copy of the government's brief of rebuttal to your suit, and will 
be glad to pay for xeroxing. Best wishes and good luck in your work • 


Sincerely, 


Gary Richard Schoener 


cc:Harold 


